





PROGRAMMA 2024

WO 18.09
OPZ GEEL
De tafel van overvioed

DO 19.09

ABDIJ VAN AVERBODE
Bart Stouten, Aurae,
Brussels Jazz Orchestra
& Philippe Thuriot

ZA 21.09
TESTELT
Kleuren met tijd

ZA 21.09

ABDIJ VAN TONGERLO
Ricercar Consort

o.l.v. Philippe Pierlot

20 22,09
ABDIJ VAN POSTEL
Floris De Rycker

DO 26.09

GEEL

Les Passions de I'’Ame
& Benoit Laurent

VR 27.09
TURNHOUT
Tasto Solo

ZA 28.09
HOOGSTRATEN
Emma Wills

20 29.09
OOSTERLO

La Floresta

DO 03.10
LIER
Constantinople

feat. Benedicte Maurseth

VR 04.10

HEIST-OP-DEN-BERG

Constantinople
feat. Ablaye Cissoko

ZA 05.10
MOL
Lux Beata

Z0 06.10
HERENTALS

| SOLISTI

& Vlaams Radiokoor

PRELUDE

Z0O 15.09
ANTWERPEN
Frie J. Jacobs

Z0O 15.09
MECHELEN
Aurae

& the M Collective



from September 18th until October 6th 2024

Between 18 September and 6 October 2024, we bring you the 12th edition of Musica Divina with heavenly
music in the heart of the Kempen region. The Musica Divina festival brings heavenly, healing music to the
beautiful abbeys, beguinages and churches of the Kempen region every autumn. It is organised by the
Festival of Flanders Kempen in partnership with Averbode, Tongerlo (Westerlo), Mol/Postel, Geel, Heist-op-
den-Berg, Herentals, Hoogstraten, Lier and Turnhout. The festival motto in 2024 is “The Garden of Eden”.

The Garden of Eden, described in the Book of Genesis in the Bible, is said to be a place of exquisite beau-
ty, knowledge and vitality. Musica Divina seeks that power, beauty and knowledge in heavenly and healing
music. The theme of this edition of the festival is the healing power of gardens and plants as well as music.
Musica Divina 2024 is a meditation on the miracle of the garden in which we live, and also on the transience
of that abundant beauty.

Director Jelle Dierickx: ‘During the concerts, the music provides a connection with each other. Between the
musicians themselves, between the musicians and the listeners. The festival team will also take good care of
you during Musica Divina.’

At each edition, Musica Divina provides a unique interplay between heritage and music. The pro-
gramme includes Brussels Jazz Orchestra & Philippe Thuriot at Averbode Abbey, Les Passions de
I’Ame in Geel, | SOLISTI, Youth Project LARF! & Flemish Radio Choir in Herentals, Ricercar Con-
sort in Tongerlo Abbey, Lux Beata in Mol, Tasto Solo in Turnhout, Constantinople feat. Ablaye Cis-
soko in Heist-op-den-Berg, Floris De Rycker in Postel Abbey and Emma Wills in Hoogstraten.

Musica Divina is a full experience. Each concert includes an introduction by Klara presenter Katelijne Boon.
After each concert, listeners can enjoy a free reception in cooperation with local authorities and partners.
Musica Divina is dedicated to hospitality in the Kempen region.

The full programme can be found at: www.musica-divina.be.



Between 18 September and 6 October 2024, enjoy the 12th edition of Musica Divina, Festival van Vlaanderen
Kempen’s autumn festival in the Kempen'’s religious heritage. The festival traditionally starts with a number of
concerts in the abbeys of Tongerlo, Postel and Averbode. Musica Divina will have a special prelude in 2024:
a still life will be created from plant materials in the large conservatory of the Public Psychiatric Care Centre
in Geel. Visitors, residents and performers will engage in dialogue with this collectively created installation by
the artist Maja Jantar, the house of art Yellow Art and the team and residents of the care centre. It promises to
become a place to linger, meditate, draw or simply be. Visual scores by Frie J. Jacobs will also be performed
at regular intervals. These scores are also made mainly from plants and seeds.

Averbode Abbey opens its doors for Brussels Jazz Orchestra & Philippe Thuriot. In Looking Within, Brussels
Jazz Orchestra offers a counterweight to today’s busy, hectic, digital society. Bert Joris has written new com-
positions, whisper-quiet yet full of power, for the orchestra and accordionist Philippe Thuriot. This is music
designed for acoustic spaces such as churches and cathedrals. A garden of sound from which listeners can
draw new energy.

Ricercar Consort, led by Philippe Pierlot, makes Tongerlo abbey church shine with The Song of Songs. The
Song of Songs, the Canticum Canticorum, belongs to the corpus of biblical wisdom literature. It is also one
of the shortest books in the Old Testament. Many analysts see the Song of Solomon as a collection of love
songs, some written independently of the others, which was only later brought together by an editor. The
more religious and mystical view (based on the Cistercian tradition) sees the Song of Songs as a metaphorical
description of God's love for his people. The text is saturated with imagery, including the metaphor of the gar-
den. One recurrent idea is the Hortus Conclusus or enclosed/walled garden, which is reminiscent of paradise
in many different ways. The link with the Garden of Eden is obvious. The text inspired the creation of extraor-
dinary altarpieces in centuries gone by, with highly detailed religious scenes set in a garden. Tongerlo Abbey
has such an altarpiece of its own, the ‘Besloten Hofje'. To mark the completion of its delicate restoration, the
Ricercar Consort led by Philippe Pierlot will present a concert highlighting the spirituality of the enclosed gar-
den. The programme includes interpretations of seventeenth-century compositions by Dietrich Buxtehude,
Johann Christoph Bach and Heinrich Schiitz, among others.

The lute player Floris De Rycker has compiled a solo programme especially for Musica Divina in which he
visits various musical gardens. Besides drawing on the many collections of music for the lute, he has linked
his programme to folk music through Scottish lute music such as The Flowers of the Forest, In A Garden So
Green and the famous Greensleeves. He will also perform a few visual scores by Frie J. Jacobs. These scores
are made from various plants and seeds. The result is a bouquet of many colours in the intimate setting of
Postel Abbey Church.

18 September 2024 (16:00 - 19:00): THE TABLE OF PLENTY: A STILL LIFE IN E MAJOR - OPZ Geel
19 September 2024 (20:00 - 21:30): Brussels Jazz Orchestra & Philippe Thuriot - Averbode Abbey

21 September 2024 (19:30 - 21:00): Ricercar Consort - Tongerlo Abbey
22 September 2024 (20:00 - 21:30): Floris De Rycker - Postel Abbey

www.musica-divina.be



Top Swiss orchestra returns to the Kempen
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During the pandemic, the leading Swiss orchestra Les Passions de I’Ame provided one of the most moving
concerts at Musica Divina. This year they will perform in all their glory at the magnificent St Dymphna'’s Church.
The spotlight is on one of their woodwind players: the oboist Benoit Laurent, who is also a professor at Brus-
sels Conservatory. No Baroque oboists can ignore Giuseppe Sammartini, but Benoit's path led directly to him:
he wrote his dissertation on the Italian composer. ‘In the Garden of the Oboes’ showcases the rich and diverse
oeuvre of the two Sammartini brothers.

This special concert will be recorded and broadcast by radio Klara.

The Canadian ensemble Constantinople, consisting of Kiya Tabassian and Patrick Graham, will be guests
for 2 days during Musica Divina. In the Beguinage Church of Lier, they join forces with Benedicte Maurseth.
The following day, at the Sint-Alfonsius de Liguori church in Heist-op-den-Berg, Ablaye Cissoko joins the duo.

Three musicians walk through an imaginary garden without borders, from north to south and from east to west:
Benedicte Maurseth on the Hardanger fiddle, whose rich, mesmerising sound complements the crystal-clear,
penetrating sound of the setar played by Kiya Tabassian. Their strings and voices intertwine with percussionist
Patrick Graham'’s almost infinite sound palette. Musica Divina brought the musicians together. After a series of
successful concerts in Canada, they will now bring their musical landscapes to life in Belgium for the first time.

“My garden is my music. My memory is the humus layer of my garden, which grows in this earth, spreading
its roots and permeating the ground to go elsewhere, to unite with the universe.” These are the words of Kiya
Tabassian, artistic director of the Canadian ensemble Constantinople. At Musica Divina, he combines his mu-
sical garden with that of Ablaye Cissoko, the famous griot from Saint-Louis, Senegal. The encounter between
these musicians has been poetic from the outset: a meeting of strings and voices, one time and another, the
Mandinka kingdom and Persia, two worlds of the imagination. This special concert will be recorded and

broadcast by radio Klara.

26 September 2024 (20:00 - 21:30): Les Passions de I’Ame & Benoit Laurent - Sint-Dimpnakerk Geel
3 October 2024 (20:15 - 21:30): Constantinople feat. Benedicte Maurseth - Begijnhofkerk Lier
4 October 2024 (20:00 - 21:15): Constantinople feat. Ablaye Cissoko - Sint-Alfonsius de Liguorikerk Heist-op-den-Berg

www.musica-divina.be




Musica Divina, Kempen's Garden of Eden

Musica Divina will be a guest in Hoogstraten (Minderhout) this year, at a special location that fits perfectly
within the festival theme: the chapel of Our Lady of the Fields. This charming chapel was built in the
mid-17th century by Father Waltman van Dyck, the brother of the famous painter Anthony Van Dyck.

In this intimate space, Emma Wills presents her new, meditative concert programme ‘4-7-8" in four
short showings. It is an emotional journey, with music by composers who often have more than one
identity and lay claim to different artistic traditions, genres or audiences. The repertoire ranges from
John Dowland to Johann Sebastian Bach and from Marc Ribot to Joni Mitchell. This music spans almost
five centuries, yet the pieces are connected by Wills’ search for self-appreciation, vulnerability and for
the boundaries between the multifaceted sounds of the classical guitar.

In the avenue that leads to the chapel, you can taste the delicacies that Hoogstraten has to offer as
Kempen's Garden of Eden.

In Herentals | SOLISTI and the Vlaams Radiokoor, writer Maud Vanhauwaert, composer Frederik Neyrinck,
video maker Bas Van Hoeck and LARF! join forces for a brand-new production that focuses on religion and
meaning and what these themes mean for the younger generations in today’s diverse society.
A group of young people set out on a journey, with their heads full of questions and their hearts full
of desires. "You are the future!l’ people say. ‘Make something of it!" people say.
In Anton Bruckner's time, God gave direction to existence. But what do young people believe in today? In
What We Trust is a musical-poetic score. Anton Bruckner’s Mass in E minor engages in dialogue with the words
of the young people in a script by Maud Vanhauwaert, set to new music by Frederik Neyrinck with images by
Bas Van Hoeck.

28 September 2024 (18u, 19u, 20u & 21u): Emma Wills - Kapel O.L.V. van den Akker - Hoogstraten
6 October 2024 (20:00 - 21:15): | SOLISTI, LARF! & Vlaams Radiokoor - Sint-Waldetrudiskerk - Herentals

www.musica-divina.be
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www.musica-divina.be



Festival van Vlaanderen Mechelen/Kempen
Onder-den-Toren 12, 2800 Mechelen

T +32(0)15 20 49 82

kempen@festival.be

Dr. Jelle Dierickx
director
jelle@festival.be

Iris Teunissen

PR & marketing ad interim
communicatiemechelen@festival.be
T +32(0)478 77 08 84



